
Friday, December 18, 2015 

          Weekly Class News 
        From the third grade class of Ms. Revelli 

Teacher’s Note:  
 We had a week filled with rehearsals and celebrations, so much fun!  The kids sang beautifully at the Holiday Show, and were quite pleased 
themselves with their performance as well.  Aside from performing musically, we also individually performed, wrapping up our “Book Buzz” 
presentations and we sure learned a lot.  There were lots of really good questions and discussions had, and we concluded there was a lot of 
information that wasn’t easy to process, but that it is part of our history.  They all were great audiences for each other and have become quite 
interested in broadening their horizons on topics they would have maybe never thought to read about.  Science Wizard: Today, Ava taught us 
about the structure of a flower and the importance of the stem.  She dyed water with green food coloring and was able to turn her white 
carnation green, proving that even the petals get water too! Holiday Giving Program:  I wanted to thank all of you for your contributions.  I 
especially want to thank Diana Brenner for delivering all our gifts.  It feels really good knowing that we helped make a family’s holiday a little 
brighter, so thanks, again. Classroom Donations: We would always welcome Clorox or Lysol wipes to help keep germs to a minimum.  
I would like to thank ALL of you for an amazing 2015! I wish you all a very enjoyable break, happy holidays, and a Happy New Year! 

Take care and see you in 2016! 

	
  

 This Week’s Focus and Standards: 
Reading and Writing:  Nonfiction reading, boxes and bullets, and 
becoming an “Active Reader.”  Completing all written assignments up 
until this point as well as staring our Informative Writing unit. 
Math:  Completing our unit on addition and subtraction and looking 
forward to measurement and fractions!  STUDY MULTIPLICATION 
FACTS!!!  
Social Studies/Science: Taking a look at “The First Californian’s.”  
Reading our chapter on Energy & Matter 
UPCOMING!!!  Happy Holidays and a VERY Happy New Year!!  See you 
all in 2016!!! 

Highlights  
We continued Writer’s Workshop taking a look at the art of 
informative writing.  Comparing this to what we have been studying 
along the way, narrative writing, realizing that the format is quite 
similar, making sure to have a beginning, body, and then conclusion, 
but that the purpose is to inform.  We began by making a list on things we 
felt we were experts on, and started the process of making a web, building our 
ideas.  I am looking forward to what’s to come!  For Reader’s Workshop, we 
continued working on finding the main idea of what we are reading, 
and then trying to formulate that main idea in a complete sentence.  
This is quite a difficult concept, because after reading a page, or a 
chapter, the kids have to try to summarize the main idea, and then 
have their bullets to support it.  They began a little project, where they 
partnered up with another classmate, and are trying out this skill.  
They are encouraged to practice this at home with whatever they are 
reading.  It will also be very helpful if you periodically asked them what 
the main idea of the book they are reading about, is.  This keeps their 
minds thinking!  In Math, we began our unit 4, which is focusing on 
measurement and geometry.  The kids took their pre-test, and I was very 
impressed with the fact that many of the kids did very well.  Having been 
exposed to fractions and collecting grams and Liters the last few months, they 
have really strong, general ideas of these concepts.  We began the unit looking 
at telling time on analog clocks, as well as learning how to solve problems 
including elapsed time.  The strategy of drawing these times out on the number 
line is very helpful, and they were really enjoying doing something a little 
different than addition and subtraction!  We are all looking forward to diving 
deeper into this unit when we return.  COMING HOME over break is a blank 
calendar for the 3rd graders to make predictions as to what the last few days in 
December are going to be.  Have your 3rd grader explain what we have noticed 
so far this month, talking about equivalent fractions and equations.  A little 
sneak peek into our Number Corner morning routine!  Have fun!  CONTINUE 
having your 3rd graders commit their facts to memory!  Once we 
return from break, we will have 2 weeks of practicing to get back in the 
swing, and then on January 15th, we will have our first test, everyone 
taking their factors of 2’s.  They will have 1 min. to answer 30 
problems, identically formatted to the ones they have been practicing 
for the last few weeks.  
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